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Australia is a massively multilingual country, in one of the world’s most linguistically diverse regions. Signif-
icant collections of this intangible cultural heritage have been amassed, including collections of Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander languages, Australian Englishes, and regional languages of the Pacific, as well as
collections important for cyber-security and for emergency communication. The Language Data Commons
of Australia (LDaCA) is integrating this existing work into a national research infrastructure while also secur-
ing at-risk collections and improving access to under-utilised collections. LDaCA is thus ensuring that these
invaluable resources will be available for analysis and reuse in the future, and that they will be managed in a
culturally, ethically and legally appropriate manner guided by FAIR (Wilkinson et al. 2016) and CARE (Carroll
et al. 2020) principles. The project aims to make nationally significant language data available for academic
and non-academic use while providing a model for ensuring continued access with appropriate community
control.
To deliver on the above-mentioned aims, the LDaCA is being developed through five key activity streams:
1. Developing the social and technical foundations for a national, distributed archival repositories ecosystem.
2. Securing vulnerable and nationally significant collections of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander languages,
Indigenous languages in Australia’s Pacific region, (varieties of) Australian English and migrant languages,
and sign languages of Australia and its region.
3. Developing a national portal for accessing and repurposing language data of significance to researchers
and communities.
4. Establishing an integrated analytics environment for researchers to create fully described, reproducible
research on written, spoken, multimodal and signed text in accordance with Open Science principles, and
aligned with community expectations for research of practical benefit.
5. Providing training and resources for researchers and communities to support best practice in accessing,
analysing and archiving language data in line with FAIR and CARE principles.
LDaCA is based at The University of Queensland (Brisbane, Australia). The project is part of the Australian
Research Data Commons (ARDC) HASS and Indigenous Research Data Commons (HASS&I RDC) currently
with co-investment from nine institutions and organisations. Given its aims, the establishment of LDaCA
over the past four years has been dependent on developing collaborative partnerships across institutional
boundaries and closely engaging with a range of different communities. This has involved, in turn, the need
to foster new connections and raise awareness and capacity amongst a diverse range of stakeholders. The
success of LDaCA depends not only on leveraging existing and previous language infrastructures in Australia
in ways that support their respective aims (Musgrave & Haugh 2020), but also in ways that ensure researchers
and communities have a real voice in the development of Australia’s languages infrastructure. It has become
increasingly evident that the success of LDaCA not only involves meeting a diverse range of needs, but also
ensuring that researchers and communities can see themselves in that infrastructure.
We illustrate these points with two case studies from opposite ends of the continuum between local and global.
Locating, securing and improving access for materials from Indigenous languages is a key activity for LDaCA.
In many cases, the group for whom such material is relevant (even crucial) is a small community with close in-
ternal connections. Access control for the material may be important to such a community and LDaCA works
to implement such control under community guidance, even if this may restrict the possibilities for academic
research (Foley et al. 2024). At the opposite end of the scale, LDaCA has begun working with public interest
documents, such as Federal Hansard, the record of the Commonwealth parliament. This material is openly
accessible, but there is nevertheless a role for LDaCA in making it easier to work with for researchers from



a wide range of disciplines, and also in collaborating with the ParlaMint project associated with the CLARIN
network in Europe (Erjavec et al. 2024) to make Australian data available and useable for an international
research community.
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